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Paper Il - English and Sinhala Language Paper
Answer both section A and B

Section A : English Language

Read the following passage and answer ALL the questions given below.

A constant theme of those questioning the notion of children being rights holders concerns their relationship with their
parents. These doubts are often rooted in the assumption that the concept of children’s liberationists. Such an
assumption is false, children have a whole range of rights and many such as the right to care and protection, have little
to do with making decisions. Acknowledging these may be much more important to young children that acknowledging
any claimed right to autonomy. Nevertheless, children soon move out of dependence and into a developmental stage
where there is a growing view in wealthy nations that teenagers should be provided with far greater opportunities for
developing their decisions making capacities and their sense of responsibility, not only for their own sake, but also for
the sake of the communities in which they live. Industrialized societies expect children to emerge from minority
immediately ready to take their place as newly minted citizens. In truth, childhood is short and it is unrealistic to argue
that a child who is protected throughout from a responsibility and from participation in important decisions regarding
his or her upbringing will become a confident young person and responsible citizen.

Schools undoubtedly play an important part in producing confident young people, but most writers agree that the
parent’s role is infinitely more important. Whilst in Victorian times it might have suited society well to promote the idea
that children should be seen and not heard and that parents could treat their children with some disdain, today such ideas
have lost their appeal, quite simply because society needs more sophisticated children. ‘Good’ parents should help their
children develop  the ability to conceive, evaluate alternatives, and act on a life plan - to pursue, in other words, a self
given systems of ends that has at least rough internal consistency. However mature, they will be unable to make a
successful transition to adulthood unless they are given opportunities for practicing their decision making skills and are
provided with ‘a dry run’ at adulthood. Indeed, contemporary society may have contrived a situation whereby its
children can only thrive if they are able to take on more responsibility for their own lives at an earlier age than before
and in more complex situations.

1. What is the false assumption that is referred to in the paragraph ?

2. According to the writer’s view what is more important to young children that recognizing their right to autonomy?

3. What is the unrealistic view discussed in this paragraph?
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5. The paragraph refers to a conservative idea about children. What is this conservative view?
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Section B : Sinhala Language
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